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MEMORANDUM

July 9, 1990

TO: Division File
FROM: Steve Noblitt, DLPC-Collinsville

SUBJECT: Sauget / Sauget Waste Water Treatment Plant
St. Clair County - 1631215003

On June 14, 1990 this office received a complaint stating that
Sauget Waste Water Treatment Plant (P-Chem Plant) was currently
excavating contaminated sludge from two of their storm water
surge lagoons and that the activity had been occurring over the
past several days. The complainants concern was that the material
wes potentially hazardous, possibly contaminated with PCB's. The
complainant further stated that the material was being
transport=d to BFI landfill in Belleville by Barbier Trucking, a
licensed special waste hauler.

Jeff Schoenbacl.er ani I visited Sauget WWTP late in the afternoon
of June 14 to determine the validity of the complaint. We
observed at a distance that excavation of at least one of the
storm water surge lagoons had been conducted. Jeff Schoenbacher
and I then went to BF] to review their past weeks records of
incoming waste. Because no record of a permit for such disposal
by Sauget WWTP at BFI could be found in ocur office, it was our
intention to uncover a permit violation by Sauget and BFI in
connection with the lagoon sludge disposal. Upon reviewing BF1
manifests it could not be adequately determined that such waste
was received at the landfill during the past week.

According to Nick Mahlandt, IEPA-DWPC, the lagoons in question
receive untreated waste water during periods of storm conditions.
Water entering the lagoons does not pass through clarifiers. It's
only treatment is by addition of lime. Water remains in the
lagoons until capacity of the P-Chem plant warrants treatment.
Qur offices concern at that point was that since the water had
not been treated, contaminants in the water would settle out in
the form of potentially hazardous sludge.

On June 15, 1990 Jeff Schoenbacher and I arrived at the P-Chem
Plant and observed excavation activities taking place. We
determined that loads were not being disposed of at BFl but at
Laidlaw in Belleville. Upon nur arrival at the2 landfill we
instructed the landfill operator to deny the trucks access to the
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site until we could determine if the necessary permit existed. We
phoned our office and learned that no documentation existed on
the specific sludge. Laidlaw, however produced a letter from Ed
Bakowski, IEPA-Permits Section, which stated that the sludge in
question could be landfilled under Sauget's current permit for
filter cake. That letter referred to a previous conversation
between Mr. Bakowski and Robert Roddy of American Bottoms WWTF,
The letter explained that since the storm water lagoon sludge and
the filter cake are "characteristically identical”, based on
American Bottoms own analysis, the material is acceptable under
the already existiny permit and no additional permits need be
applied for by Sauget. After review of the paper work we took
samples from each of three trucks at the landfill. We also pulled
samples at the working area of the landfill where the loads were
dumped. Those particular samples were split with Sauget. Samples
are to be analyzed for E.P. Tox metals, organics and PCB’'s.

On June 18 a meeting was held with Mr. Roddy and Jon Lotzy, P-
Chem Plant, Manager, to discuss the excavation. Mr. Roddy
explained that, as discussed with Ed Bakowski, the storm water
sludge and filter cake were characteristically the csame. Mr.
Roddy produced a great deal of sample results from over the past
year to show that the material was not harzardous. Samples from
the landfill that were split with Sauget were a‘suo run and showed
no levels that caused concern. We arrived at the agreement thrat
over the remaining course of the project, approximately five more
weeks, the facility will submit to us on a weekly basis, sample
results of the material excavated and landfilled.
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